SECURE OPTIONS CONSULTING, LLC

SOC Daily Executive Intelligence Brief

Daily Situational Awareness for Executive Travel, Protective Operations, and Corporate Risk Management

Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2026 Publication Time: 7:15 a.m. CDT Classification: Client Advisory

Prepared By: Protective Intelligence Staff Area: Chicago Metropolitan Region Reporting Window: Current / Next 24 Hours

EXECUTIVE RISK DASHBOARD

CATEGORY STATUS EXECUTIVE IMPACT

MODERATE-

Overall Executive Travel Risk ELEVATED

Weather, morning bridge lifts, construction and multiple downtown / Near North crowd
drivers create above-normal routing variability; no verified executive-specific threat
was identified.

No large Loop-core march is listed in the reviewed Sept. 15-30 professional calendar.
Demonstration / Public Order Short-notice demonstrations remain possible; small activist/community listings are
mostly outside the Loop or virtual.

NWS forecasts showers and possible thunderstorms today with a 100% precipitation
Weather ELEVATED chance at O'Hare and a hydrologic outlook in effect; wet roads and localized ponding
may slow movements.

Chicago River bridge lifts begin at 9:30 a.m.; Kennedy work and O'Hare-area Tollway
Ground Transportation ELEVATED shifts remain active, with additional evening event traffic downtown and on the Near

North Side.

FAA showed ORD and MDW general arrival/departure delays of 15 minutes or less at
Air Travel review time. Thunderstorms later today can rapidly change flow programs; recertify
immediately before movement.

Protective Intelligence

Primary risk is operational friction - weather, traffic, labor and opportunistic crime -
rather than a verified targeted threat to executives or corporate travelers.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Chicago executive-travel risk is assessed as MODERATE-ELEVATED. The most consequential daytime issue is the 9:30 a.m. start of seasonal Chicago River
bridge lifts, which will sequentially stop traffic from DuSable Lake Shore Drive through the South Branch. Rain and possible thunderstorms add wet-road and
aviation uncertainty. FAA status at review showed 15 minutes or less general delays at both ORD and MDW, but weather may change that quickly. Hotel labor
remains a short-notice watch after roughly 7,000 workers at 46 hotels authorized strikes; no citywide walkout was independently verified at publication. No
large downtown protest was identified in reviewed calendars, but short-notice actions remain possible. Evening crowd drivers include Bill Burr at the Chicago
Theatre and events at The MART, House of Blues, Salt Shed and Aragon Ballroom; the United Center lists tonight's Lionel Richie / Earth, Wind & Fire concert

as POSTPONED.

WEATHER & OPERATIONAL
IMPLICATIONS

Today: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm; O'Hare point forecast
high near 66 F, south-southwest wind around 10 mph with gusts near
20 mph; rainfall roughly 0.25-0.50 inch possible.

Operational impact: Wet pavement, reduced braking margin,
umbrella / curbside loading delays and localized ponding are the main
ground concerns. Lightning can complicate outdoor advances and
ramp operations.

Thursday: Showers likely with thunder possible; weather-driven
movement risk remains elevated.

Friday: Partly sunny / mostly improved with highs near the low 60s.

AIR TRAVEL & AIRPORT ACCESS

O'Hare (ORD): FAA real-time status at 7:02 a.m. CDT showed
gate-hold / taxi delays and airborne arrival delays of 15 minutes or
less, with no destination-specific delay reported.

Midway (MDW): FAA real-time status at 6:16 a.m. CDT likewise
showed general arrival/departure delays of 15 minutes or less
and no destination-specific delay.

Assessment: Current conditions are manageable, but today's
convective forecast creates a meaningful probability of later
flow-control changes. Verify airline status, FAA advisories and
airport access immediately before each movement.
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GROUND TRANSPORTATION & DOWNTOWN ACCESS

CORRIDOR / AREA CURRENT CONDITION / EXECUTIVE IMPACT

9:30 a.m. fall bridge-lift start. Bridges on the Main and South branches are raised sequentially from DuSable Lake
Chicago River crossings Shore Drive to 18th Street; each lift typically takes 8-12 minutes. Expect rolling cross-river stoppages and route migration
to adjacent bridges.

IDOT continues Stage 2 outbound work with two main outbound lanes closed at a time and traffic shifted between
Kennedy Expressway (1-90/94) Division and Addison. Current ramp closures include outbound Kennedy to Augusta/Milwaukee and Damen; Fullerton,
Addison and Kimball ramp status should be rechecked because late-September reopenings were anticipated.

lllinois Tollway reports traffic shifts at the O'Hare North Toll Plaza with no shoulders available. At the 1-90 River Road Toll

O'Hare /1-294/1-90 approach Plaza, one I-PASS lane is closed with two remaining open. Preserve extra airport-access recovery time.

BOMA/Chicago preparedness exercise: Old Post Office, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. BOMA Block Party: The MART riverfront,
Loop / River North crowd drivers 4:30-8:00 p.m. Bill Burr: Chicago Theatre, 7:00 p.m. House of Blues listing begins around 6:00 p.m. Expect localized
pedestrian and rideshare loading pressure.

Salt Shed: Knocked Loose & Denzel Curry at 6:00 p.m.; Aragon Ballroom: Steve Lacy at 7:00 p.m. Preserve alternate

Near North / North Side events approaches on Elston/Clybourn and Broadway/Lawrence corridors as show traffic builds.

The venue currently lists the Sept. 30 Lionel Richie / Earth, Wind & Fire concert as POSTPONED. Do not rely on older

Uiz Cieizt ticket/event calendars that still show a 7:30 p.m. performance.

ROUTE CONFIRMATION

Reconfirm routes immediately before every movement. Bridge-lift sequencing, wet-road conditions, construction, event loading and any short-notice
public-order activity can change the fastest path within minutes. Keep at least one north/south and one east/west alternate available.

DOWNTOWN PROTEST / LABOR ACTIVITY

TIME / STATUS LOCATION DETAILS / EXECUTIVE IMPACT

Verified-calendar review: The Marksman Titan Sept. 15-30 Chicago monitoring page lists

No large march verified Loop / Near North no specific Sept. 30 Loop protest; it does warn that short-notice demonstrations opposing

at cutoff federal policies may continue and can create localized traffic/transit disruption.
Verified labor reporting: Roughly 7,000 hotel workers authorized strike action by an 85%
Ongoing labor watch A iftan) bl /) dieitioen GVEEE vote after contracts expired Aug. 31. A strike may be called on short notice, but no active

citywide walkout was independently verified at publication. Reconfirm hotel staffing,
loading zones and picket activity before principal arrival.

Verified public event - not a protest: Cook County Treasurer announced a U.S.-China
2:30 p.m. gathering Daley Plaza / 118 N. Clark Friendship Day gathering at Daley Plaza at 2:30 p.m., with a 3:30 p.m. flag raising and
reception afterward. Expect a limited civic/pedestrian footprint around Clark/Washington.

Preliminary / organizer-calendar information: Chicago Activism Hub lists several Sept. 30
Open-source listings Citywide / mostly outside Loop community/advocacy events, largely virtual or outside the central business district. Turnout,
street footprint and police posture should not be assumed without same-day corroboration.

Operational note: Demonstration timing, turnout and routes can change rapidly. The absence of a listed permit or alert does not preclude a short-notice gathering. Verify
Daley Plaza, Federal Plaza, City Hall, Michigan/Wacker, consulate approaches and principal hotel curb space before movement.

TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ALERT

Persistent opportunistic theft and robbery exposure continues to warrant disciplined arrival/departure procedures. Use attended or controlled parking, remove
credentials and electronic equipment from vehicles, minimize curbside dwell, keep the vehicle attended during hotel/office loading, and avoid predictable pickup
routines. Rain increases distraction and can lengthen curbside loading time.
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CHICAGO CRIME TRENDS - EXECUTIVE RELEVANCE

TREND CURRENT INDICATOR PROTECTIVE INTERPRETATION

CPD warned of at least two Brown Line
robberies in September; one involved a
firearm.

CTA / Loop robbery

CPD-linked reporting describes at least
14 September burglaries targeting
locked work/cargo vans across the Loop,
West Loop and South Loop.

Vehicle / work-van burglary

Three men were shot near Clark/Erie on
Sept. 19 during an early-morning
altercation; police said the shooter(s)
fled.

River North violence

A Sept. 29 Citizen item at Polk/Dearborn
reported a person with a knife; the
platform itself labeled the initial call
unconfirmed and said the situation
de-escalated.

Social-media incident feed

Maintain higher awareness at downtown rail platforms and late-night transfers.
Keep phones and credentials controlled and avoid distracted standing near
doors/stairs.

Do not leave protection equipment, laptops, credentials, bags or visible cases in
unattended vehicles. Favor controlled garages and maintain vehicle custody
during staging.

The incident supports stricter late-night venue and curb discipline in River North.
It does not indicate a verified executive-targeted threat.

Preliminary only. Social posts are treated as tripwire reporting, not verified
crime data, until corroborated by police, credible media or direct team
observation.

PROTECTIVE INTELLIGENCE STAFF ASSESSMENT

ASSESSMENT

Executive travel risk is MODERATE-ELEVATED. The principal near-term issue is cumulative operational friction: 9:30 a.m. bridge lifts, wet and potentially
stormy weather, ongoing highway/airport construction, multiple afternoon/evening crowd drivers and the possibility of short-notice hotel labor action. No
credible executive-specific threat was identified in the reviewed public reporting. Protective teams should emphasize route flexibility, weather-aware timing,
disciplined curbside procedures and real-time verification rather than static routing.

£ stage alternatives on both sides of the river.
e outdoor advances or walkouts.
3 ;
ground-delay or routing programs.
4 ) h - )
identify a secondary ingress/egress point.
B

stationary exposure at CTA stations and nightlife curbs.

24-72 HOUR OUTLOOK

Pre-clear river crossings. Avoid scheduling a time-critical principal movement across the Chicago River during the 9:30 a.m. bridge-lift sequence;

Build a weather buffer. Add recovery time for wet roads, slower curb loading and possible thunderstorms; protect against lightning exposure during

Reconfirm ORD/MDW immediately before movement. Current delays are 15 minutes or less, but convective weather can trigger rapid

Verify hotel labor conditions. Before executive arrival, confirm staffing, entrances, vehicle staging and any picket activity at the principal hotel;

Maintain downtown crime discipline. Use controlled parking, keep vehicles attended during loading, remove visible equipment and minimize

Wednesday, Sept. 30: Highest same-day movement friction: showers/thunderstorms, 9:30 a.m. bridge lifts, wet roads and afternoon/evening downtown events.
Thursday, Oct. 1: Showers remain likely with thunder possible; maintain elevated weather and airport recertification posture. Friday, Oct. 2: Conditions improve
materially with partly sunny weather and highs around the low 60s; unresolved hotel-labor risk remains a standing contingency. Saturday, Oct. 3: Generally favorable
weather is expected, but the next scheduled Chicago River bridge lift begins at 9:00 a.m., creating another morning cross-river routing consideration.

SOURCE & RELIABILITY NOTE

This brief is based on publicly available information reviewed near publication time. Real-time traffic, demonstration, police, labor and aviation conditions can change without notice.
Verified reporting in this brief is derived from official agencies, venue/organizer pages or established news reporting. Citizen.com, social-media and community-calendar
material is preliminary unless independently corroborated and should be used only as a tripwire for further verification.

Sources reviewed: National Weather Service Chicago; FAA ATCSCC; CDOT bridge-lift reporting; IDOT Kennedy project; lllinois Tollway; United Center; Chicago Theatre;
BOMA/Chicago; Cook County Treasurer; Marksman Titan Security Group; Chicago Activism Hub; hotel-labor reporting citing UNITE HERE Local 1; ABC7 Chicago; NBC Chicago;

CWBChicago; Citizen.com.
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